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BACKGROUND ON IOWA'S 2006 GUBERNATORIAL UNDERVOTES BY COUNTY VOTING EQUIPMENT

· In the November 2006 election, Iowa had 21 counties that used only paper ballots and optical scan at the precinct. These counties served voters with disabilities with a ballot-marking device, which aids a voter in marking the same optically scanned paper ballots used by all voters.  59 counties used optical scan primarily but had one touch screen in each precinct to serve voters with disabilities. These are called “blended counties.” 19 counties used only touch screen machines at the precinct.

· The median undervote in the counties that used only paper ballots and optical scan was 0.8%. The median undervote in the counties that used mostly optical scan with a single touch screen was 1.2%, and the median undervote in counties with only touch screens at the polls was 2.7% (attached Sheet 2).

· 15 of 21 counties that used only optical scan had an undervote rate of less than 1%. No touch screen county had an undervote rate lower than 1% (Sheet 2).*

· 14 of 19 touch screen counties had an undervote rate of over 2%. No county that used only optical scan had an undervote rate of higher than 2% (Sheet 2).

· Even in touch screen counties, absentee ballots are cast on paper. Only 9 touch screen counties reported their undervotes by precinct.
 Factoring out the absentee ballots, 8 of 9 counties had a real touch screen undervote higher than their already higher countywide undervote (Sheet 3).

*  The original version of this document reported 16 counties with an undervote of under 1.0%. Louisa County's undervote rounds to 1.0%, not 0.9% as originally reported.

Vote totals reported on the attached spreadsheet were obtained first from the Official Results Canvassed by the Legislature, published at: http://www.sos.state.ia.us/pdfs/staff/offResultsGovLtGov.pdf
When vote totals in Officials Results did not include undervote rates, the undervote was calculated using the total votes cast in the Official Results  versus the 2006 General Turnout Report, published at: http://www.sos.state.ia.us/pdfs/TurnoutReport.pdf
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